experts and a standard, structured abstract is then prepared. Gut will select an expert commentator who will be provided with the original article, the EBM structured abstract, and encouraged to produce a high quality, evidence-based commentary. We hope that like Science Alert, Clinical Alert will bring important advances in clinical practice to you in a constructive, lively and prompt manner.
In this issue, Clinical Alert features three studies which evaluate diVerent approaches to the management of variceal bleeding. The first compares octreotide plus sclerotheraphy and sclerotherapy alone for acute variceal haemorrhage, the second compares TIPSS and sclerotherapy plus propanolol, and the third examines the eYcacy and cost eVectiveness of transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic stent shunt (TIPSS) versus H graft protocaval shunt for bleeding varices. Dr Andrew Burroughs comments on all three studies, highlighting their strengths but also some of the weaknesses in design and data interpretation. Even good studies are not perfect. Clinical Alert will initially appear bimonthly but providing there are suYcient articles of interest in the world literature, we hope that this will become a monthly feature in the near future.
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